May 25, 2004



Members of the State Board of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD 21201



Dear Members of the State Board of Education:

I am concerned about the future of the relationship between high school assessments and earning a high school diploma.

The good education of our children is, and should continue to be, one of our highest priorities. However, tying high school assessments to earning a high school diploma, without options in place for those students who cannot or may not pass them, could lead to more dropouts and more students
leaving school without a high school diploma. The potentially harmful impact this can have for any student’s future, and especially that of a child with a disability--whether it be their employment, additional education, or living in the community--is tremendous. While my most personal concern is for my own son who has autism, your decision will clearly impact on ALL students, not just children with disabilities.

I am encouraged that the State Board of Education is supporting a task force that will be developed to look at alternative routes to achieving a diploma. When you as members of the Maryland State Board of Education discuss this important matter and then vote on it in June, I hope you will consider all available options for obtaining a high school diploma that will promote the success for ALL students, and the transition into being a productive member of their communities.

Thank you!

Sincerely,


Sharon Glass
Mother of Taylor
Founder, FOCAS (Families of Children with Autism Support Group)
Co-Chairperson, CarrollCo-SECAC
Member, M-PAC Parent Involvement Committee
